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payments were, to a large extent, counterbalanced by the
fixity of customary rents"1 needs perhaps to be reversed;
the protection afforded by an immovable rent was greatly
diminished when accompanied by the liability to a variable
fine.
(3) Pauper- The consolidation of farms, the displacement of the
wm* peasants from their holdings, the exaction of rack-rents and
excessive fines, the curtailment of the commons, all con-
tributed to foster the rapid growth of pauperism. " There
were no rates for the poor even in my grandfather's days ",
wrote the historian of Wiltshire2 (c. 1550). " Since the
Refonnation and Enclosures these parts have swarmed with
poor people. . . . Enclosures are for the private, not for
the public good ". Roger Ascham declared in a letter to
the Protector Somerset that the life which now so many
lived was not life but misery3. Strype cites a sermon
preached by Bernard Gilpin before Edward VI.: " Thousands
in England beg now from door to door who have kept honest
houses "4. A familiar ' sheep tract' asked: " Whither shall
they go ? Forth from shire to shire, and to be scattered
thus abroad . . . and for lack of masters, by compulsion
driven, some of them to beg and some to steal"5. The
alarming increase in the numbers of the poor was viewed
with the liveliest concern. " Whereas now London, being
one of the flowers of the world as touching worldly riches,
hath so many, yea innumerable of poor people forced to go
from door to door and to sit openly in the streets a begging,
and many not able to do for other but lie in their houses
in most grievous pains and die for lack of aid of the rich, to
the great shame of thee, 0 London!"6 Those who were
suddenly thrust out of their employment were reduced to
wander " from door to door and ask their alms for God's
sake. And because they will not beg, some of them do steal
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